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Club Highlights—The Picnic

By Ross Guistino

On Saturday, September 18th the Club held its
annual BBQ with our host this year being the
ever cordial Tyson Barbera backed up by his
lovely SO Marie. We kicked off a planning
meeting on the previous Thursday with Terrie
and I dropping off the main courses and beverages. Part of hosting means you get to store
and cook the food, as well as making sure there
are enough coolers for all of the alcohol, er, cool
(and don’t forget to buy the Prez a pint)
beverages. And in Tyson’s case, you had to ask
your good friend Mark to drag his full size gas
grill over to the house. Sorry, Tyson, a mini-weber was not going to handle three glorious Tri-Tips
and a mound of plump juicy chicken breasts. But I know you meant well.

NorCal AMCs

Annual Pizza Night
Thursday, October 21st
The Club buys pizza,
you provide your own beer

With a little education from our resident BBQer and all around knower of all things party-planning,
Terrie, the meat was cooking and the chicken marinating right on time. After about an hour of
mingling and munching, we were all staring at Tyson which prompted the removal of meat from
the grill and into the
house for carving. Everyone’s side dishes were
neatly layed out on the
pool table cum buffet table as Tyson and I manhandled, er, carved the
perfectly grilled Tri-Tip.
The day couldn’t have
turned out more conducive to a friendly gathering. Tyson’s deck was a
great spot for casual dining, drinking and chatting
among the group. Which,
Our Host manning the BBQ. Not bad
for his first time on a large scale.

For the first time in a long time, we had more non-AMCs than AMCs at the NorCal AMCs Auto Group Annual Picnic

by the way, consisted of Terrie and I, Nolan, Grace and Darcy, Mark, Terri, James and Paige, Walt
and Marlene, Gene, Jeran and Connor, Harry and Cheryl, Richard, and John and Mona. Unfortunately Chad and Nancie couldn’t make
it this year because they were moving The Ex-Prez, the current Prez’ wife, and the man who would be Prez if he could
pry my hands off of the gavel—oh wait, we don’t have a gavel. Getting one
to North Carolina that day. But before would be Nolan’s first move as President of the NorCal AMC Auto Group if he
ever decided to run for office.
he left us, Nancie sent some pictures
of Chad’s finished ‘68 Javelin before it
was shipped out-of-state. Look for
them later in this Newsletter. It was a
nice turn-out of 21 NorCal AMC Auto
Group folks.
Mark won the AMCs-driven raffle (an
AMC-logo’d T-shirt) by default since he
was the only other person besides myself to have an AMC there. And Mark
did me
one better—he
brought
BOTH of
his Hornets!
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Increase your AMC Fuel Economy

Link provided by Bruce
Hevner from the AMC Mailing List

(Editor’s Note: This article was originally titled “Car and Driver Increase Pinto Fuel Economy with $11 in Ecomods” and was written in
1974. An on-line blogazine called Gas 2.0 published this in 2008. Their website can be found at http://gas2.org/ The forward is by blog
author Benjamin Jones)
Recently Darin at EcoModder dug up a Car and Driver article from the middle of the US gas crisis in 1974. It may be a little dated, but
considering recent gas price increases these kinds of DIY hacks are becoming relevant once again. The material prices may be a little different, the cars may be a lot different, but surprisingly little has changed in terms of fuel economy and gas prices. The Car and Driver article is interesting because not only is it old, but it’s still relevant today.
As someone who has been around ecomodding for a while, I can vouch for the efficacy of many of these modifications, and have done
some of them myself. So, if you’re really interested, I encourage you to get out there and do some yourself. None of them are engine modifications, or particularly difficult, so don’t feel intimidated by them. Some of the biggest fuel economy gains can come through aerodynamics and rolling resistance modifications.
*******************
Car and Driver made a total of six modifications to their Ford Pinto, increasing highway cruising fuel economy a whopping 25%. Here is a quick
run down on the mods and the theory behind them:

1. Front air dam: You can see this hanging down from the bumper in
the picture. The purpose of an air dam is to divert air from going under the
car, which is generally very unaerodynamic. This modification reduces
drag and is very commonly employed by people whose cars have “dirty”
undercarriages.
2. Grill block: The radiator creates a surprising amount of aerodynamic
drag, and covering it up is usually okay as long as you monitor your engine
temperature so that the car doesn’t overheat. Most people can do either a
full or a partial block without running into trouble.
3. Rear spoiler: Spoilers come in all shapes and sizes. Usually they exist for show or to increase traction, but in certain circumstances
they can be used to improve airflow behind the vehicle, which accounts for a surprising amount of aerodynamic drag. It will take a bit
of knowledge and engineering, but in this case the spoiler improved fuel economy 7%.
4. Smoother front end: As you might guess, the front of the car, being the first part to come in contact with the air that’s being pushing
out of the way, is very important to good aerodynamics. Usually cars are designed with style in mind and not aerodynamics, so changing your car’s nose to a more aerodynamic shape will help it cut through the air more easily.
5. Reduce engine load: Back in the day everything was belt driven, meaning the engine had to do quite a bit of extra work to power
things like the radiator fan. Nowadays, with things like electric radiator fans, power steering, and A/C, this isn’t such a problem. However, it is important to keep in mind that the A/C will kill your fuel economy if you use it too much come summertime.
6. Lower rolling resistance tires: This can actually get to be pretty expensive, but it is one of the things that vehicles like the Honda
Insight employ to help deliver fantastic fuel economy. Manufacturers and legislators are even trying to make LRRs standard in order to
affect an across the board increase in fuel economy in one place most people wouldn’t look.
All these modifications came together to give increases that looked something like this:

Pretty impressive for not too much work, eh? There are a lot
more simple things you can do to increase fuel economy, but
this article was certainly one blast from the past that is still applicable today.
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Tidbits

Gathered by Ross Guistino

Recently Yahoo ran an article about the 13 most reliable cars that mechanics hate. As expected,
Honda Civic topped the list with four other Hondas on the list, along with four Toyotas, a couple
Subarus and a Nissan. The only American car was a Ford Fusion. At the end of the article was a
dig at cars that mechanics LOVE. The money makers were: Fiat, Alfa Romeo, Lancia, Peugeot and
AMC. “These are cars we fondly remember as rolling boat payments. We'd see them coming into
the shop—usually on the back end of a tow truck—and we'd know it would be a good month. Unfortunately, these manufacturers are now on our fecal roster because they've pulled out of the
U.S. market. Fiat and Alfa may come back in the next few years, even if they have to sneak in disguised as Chryslers. We just hope they haven't improved too much. We could live with all the
other cars on this list if we could just have a dozen customers with these heaps. Guys, please come
back! We miss you.”
Chrysler engine plant car show on Aug 29
The Chrysler engine plant in Kenosha is closing in October. This was originally the AMC plant. In
August, there was a car show celebrating 108 years of Kenosha's history as a car manufacturing
town. AMC Mailing List member Al Klabunde was there and took some great pictures. Go here to
view them on-line: http://www.flickr.com/photos/amc73jav/
Herb Grasse is not a household name among many car guys, though that’s not for a lack of impressive accomplishments over Grasse’s career. A graduate of the Art Center College of Design, he designed and modeled cars for Chrysler, Ford and Nissan, lending his design work to the Challenger, the Australian XD Ford
Falcon and many Asia-Pacific products of the latter two companies. However, it’s outside of the big automotive companies
where most people would recognize his work: While an associate designer for George Barris, he helped transform the Ford
Futura concept car into TV’s Batmobile; and while working
with Malcolm Bricklin, he single-handedly designed the Bricklin SV1, an effort that resulted in multiple awards.
Grasse died last week of pancreatic cancer at the age of 65, leaving behind an impressive body of
work. Here are some links about Herb:
http://blog.hemmings.com/index.php/2010/08/31/rip-herb-grasse/?refer=news
http://www.herbgrassedesign.com/
http://www.herbgrassedesign.com/productionvehicles.htm
In other news, Charity AMX Blog, go here:
http://theamcforum.com/forum/charity-amx_topic3715_page35.html
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Chad Chadwick’s ‘68 Javelin

By Ross Guistino
Photo’s submitted by Nancie Chadwick

On September 16, Chad’s completed Javelin was shipped to it’s new home in North Carolina, with
Chad and his family following close behind on Saturday, 9/18. Chad was a talented body man who
transformed many forlorn cars including a ‘66 Mustang and the below pictured Javelin. I did not
get a chance to view Chad’s finished product in person before it boarded the truck, but I’m sure he
did AMC proud. We’ll miss you Chad.

Page 5

A Nice Little AMC-related Story

Submitted by Justin, AMC List

(Editor’s Note: For some reason this story struck me as a typical AMC scenario. How many of us have or had a car
like this, pathetic little thing sitting in a back yard somewhere, not running, sunk in the mud, oh wait, that was my
scenario when I found Vivo. But I digress, here’s just an example of how a little troubleshooting, skill, and luck can
transform a sad little orphan into a cool piece of rolling history. -Ross)
Back in April I told everyone that I was looking at a non-running '87 Alliance Convertible that was in beautiful
shape but which had been sitting in a guy's front yard for a couple of years when it "overheated and stopped running" (his explanation.) I'd always liked the Alliance, especially the convertibles, and I got a variety of hot and cold
responses from various list members about whether to buy or not. The hot answers were luke-warm and the cold
answers were positively frigid! But I bought it anyway.
It took me four months working intermittently and with essentially no experience on "new" engines, meaning one
that has a computer and lots of sensors and a rat’s nest of wiring. Also, the only repair manual I have is that horrible Haynes, which is my LEAST favorite manual to use when fixing ANY car. But I dug in anyway. First I checked
the timing belt, which had gnawed up a bunch of teeth. Replaced belt, still couldn't get it to start. No spark. Began methodically replacing parts, first the computer ($75) then, because I was at least getting an erratic spark, the
coil ($25). At one point in trying to start the car the crank pulley fell off. The bolt had worn an oval-shaped hole in
the pulley and the shear pins were kaput. New shear pins set me back 50¢. Finally I put on a new crank position
sensor ($30), and that did the trick. The car ran! But sounded terrible, sort of marble-y and lethargic. Siphoned
old gas out of the tank, put in five gallons of new ($15) and a bottle of gas drier (from a free box at a yard sale). I
started the car again and it ran like sh*t . . .
but after a few minutes it sounded better and
better. I was excited!
Immediately decided to drive 7 miles up to
town to fill up the tank. About two miles out
the temp needle went up to the bottom end
of the "too hot" area, but started out a 1/3 of
the way up when I knew the engine was cold .
. . WTF? Radiator hoses didn't feel too hot,
and at least the heat alerted me to a working
Not Justin’s Alliance, just an example of one.
(or open, anyway) thermostat since they were
at least warm. Radiator fan hadn't come on, so I fiddled with the car - ah, so that's what the weird aftermarket
toggle switch is by the ashtray! The previous owner must have put in this one so you can turn the cooling fan on
and off as you wish! Drove the rest of the way to town, pretty sure it was just a bad temp sending unit, but no
luck at Autozone buying a new one. No luck on oil filter or air filter either. Stopped at the little Sears catalogue
store to buy an infrared thermometer to get a sense of how hot the engine was, but they'd just closed. But I was
pretty sure it wasn't really running hot, and the needle never went beyond the very lowest part of the red area.
Next day, drove ten miles each way to a farm auction, top down. Noted flat spots on tires from sitting. Bought a
mounted prong horn antelope head. Drove back home. Noticed some weird idling when at a stop sign with car in
D, foot on brake . . . will check the vacuum lines for the transmission. Decided against driving the car 102 miles to
my job in Chicago until at least next weekend.
This car is fun! Glad to have got this running before winter so I can have at least a few weeks of top-down, warm
weather driving!
Justin
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Cleaning out fuel systems with Sea Foam

Emails from Jeff D &
Dave S from the AMC List

Jeff writes: I was skeptical, since it seems most pour-in-the-tank products don't do much , if anything, BUT, I was amazed by Sea Foam. The price has gone up a lot the past 3 years, so it must be
selling well. I have had two different old cars that would not suck fuel out of the tank, and one
bottle of Sea Foam in the tank, along with 3 or 4 gallons of new fuel, and wait a couple days did
the trick. Blew in the fuel line after pulling it off of the fuel pump, and both cars unclogged, and
stayed that way. No way would I ever put it in the oil, like they say is OK. I have poured a thin
stream down the carb and turned the engine off to let it soak a while, and it seems to have
cleaned some carbon out of the combustion chamber. The engine quit dieseling anyway…
Dave writes: I have used Sea Foam for a long time. Have had issues with nasty old fuel in the tank.
What fuel was in there had dried up and left varnish in the tank. I put a few gallons of fuel in it,
and what do ya know, that crap makes tar on the valves, sticks, and ruined pushrods, lifters,
valves, etc. I’m sure there are other people who have had it happen. It's HORRIBLE when you get
so excited you got a motor running, it runs for 15 min or so, then BANG you got valve train issues
because of crap in the tank. Now, I get the motor running out of a 5-gallon gas can with fresh fuel
with Sea Foam in it. Once the motor runs good, I fill the fuel tank and put 2 cans of Sea Foam in it.
Works great. Cleans everything, no varnish, nothing. Even works on my 2 EFI cars. Every 5K or so
I run a can through. Cleans injectors and all. Once in a while you see a chunk of carbon fly out
the exhaust. Even on my '97 Mountaineer 5.0, and my '03 Dodge peon 2.0 you see carbon fly out
with the Sea Foam .
Check out their website: www.seafoamsales.com
Russ from AMC List adds: I have used Marvels with good results. A neighbor has his RV sitting for weeks at a
time (old 440 with a carter 2v) and he told me how it races at idle. Figured bad gas with stuck needle. We
drained the tank, put in good gas and I told him Marvels is the only thing I have found that delivers what it promises. He ran a tank of good gas with a bottle of Marvels; when he returned from a run to the coast (80 miles) he
was grinning like the cat who swallowed the canary. He now runs a bottle of the stuff every trip....Russ

AMC/Nash NOS Parts

Email from John K Gallagher
Automobile Driving Museum, El Segundo, CA

As you all may know, I volunteer at the ADM (Automobile Driving Museum) in El Segundo, CA and,
as many of you know, we have just received a donation of many NOS parts from a former dealer
down south. I spent most of last Saturday going thru most of the donation, as we will be announcing a 'Private Sale' in October. I can tell you some highlights in the find; 1952 Nash grill, 1958 Ambassador headlight bucket, 1962 and '59 Classic grills, a bunch of water pumps, mostly 6cyl, I
think, many many wheel cylinders, an A/C box from I don't know (used, I believe), lots of R A M B L
E R letters and other nameplates (no Jav. or AMX) some rocker trim and wheel reveal moldings
(NOS) mostly Nash, some Rambler lenses, NOS Rebel wagon tail lenses, various small parts...etc...
2 fenders which I didn't get a good look at (I'm thinking 1960 Classic) and a NOS 1971 Javelin grill.
I can post photos later, if anyone is interested.
JohnKGallagher@Yahoo.Com
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Mark announces: There is a car show on Saturday October
16th called Chili n Wheels. Open to cars 1975 and earlier.
$25 entry fee, open to the public. Held in Rohnert Park’s
Applebee’s and Reading Theater parking lot, off of Rohnert
Park Expressway. For more info. call 707-217-5726 or
www.chilinwheels.com

John Andrews proudly states: Don't forget the Sonoma
County Harvest Fair this weekend, October 1st, 2nd and 3rd.
I know it's not AMC related, but I'll be there doing the grape
stomp again on Saturday around 1 pm. Our main goal is to
not come in last or second to last like last year. ha ha.
http://www.harvestfair.org/

Education Foundation of Cotati & R.P. Car Show at Double
Tree Plaza, Sunday October 10th. Open to all cars, $30 entry
fee, $40 day of show. All proceeds benefit the Education
Foundation. For more info call 707-486-2270,
mikep@libertyvalleydoors.com, or 707-792-1942 and talk to
Linda or Steve Ortega, lortega7@msn.com. www.efcrp.org
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Nolan passes along this info for those of you
who would like customized return address labels with your favorite AMC in the picture.
Thanks, Nolan.

Answers on next page, bottom right corner
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A couple of years ago, Nolan was asked by a professional photographer if he could provide his Pacer Coupe for
a photo shoot. One to never turn down publicity and cold hard cash, Nolan, Richard and I set off to the bowels
of Oakland to meet up with said photographer. The above picture is an example of the semi-final result. I doctored the photo to remove a child model who was laying down in the back looking out of the window, and I
erased some black smudges under the car. The photographer did not send Nolan the final results as they are
his property and not for release. So I had to try and clean it up the best I could with the limited tools I had.
"Dedicated To The Proliferation And Enjoyment Of All Things American Motors"
NorCal AMCs Auto Group

Newsletter Editor: Ross Guistino
Email: rossg@sonic.net
Newsletter suggestions, articles and pictures
are always welcomed and encouraged. Send
your information via the email address noted
above or mail your thoughts to:
Ross Guistino
NorCal AMCs
7869 Montero Drive
Rohnert Park, CA 94928
707.799.3191

Rambler, Nash, Hudson...AMC! Do you or someone you know own or used to
own an old Rambler, or perhaps a Gremlin? You're not alone. There is a small
group of car owners who are proud of their American Motors heritage and meet
the third Thursday of every month at 7 p.m. at Round Table Pizza, 2065 Occidental Road in Santa Rosa. We call ourselves the NorCal AMCs. Everyone is
welcome to attend. Don't have or never heard of an AMC? No problem. Do you
have a passion for old cars and want to see them restored? Need that hard-tofind part? Stop in and talk with us, maybe we can help. If you think you’d be
interested in joining our Club, then feel free to contact us via email, snail mail
or cell phone. Thanks!

Membership Application:
http://www.sonic.net/rossg/NorCal/NorCal_Application.pdf
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1. 1972
2. 1978

3. 1973
4. 1980

5. 1981
6. 1970

7. 1975
8. 1979

